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Legislation is 

passed that 

permits the 

establishment of 

Sino-foreign 

universities in 

China. 

The first Sino-

foreign 

university in 

China.

Expand to 

offer masters 

education

Recruits the 

first group of 

students

The first PhD 

students start

A UK Quality Assurance 

Agency for  Higher 

Education’s review 

comments the University an 

“impressive achievement”.

Ranked the 

55th in the 

Best Chinese 

University 

Ranking

History



Student learning

and experience



 British-style learning 

environment: critical 

thinking, reflection, 

teamwork and 

innovation

 The University of 

Nottingham ranked as a 

world top 100 university by 

QS World University 
Ranking 2020

First Sino-Foreign university    

 English as the medium of 

instruction

 Teaching is informed by 

the University of 

Nottingham and subject to 

the same quality assurance 

processes

 Students graduate with 

University of Nottingham 
degrees



Academic structure

• Centre for English Language Education – preliminary year

• Faculty of Business

• Faculty of Humanities and Social Sciences

• Faculty of Science and Engineering

• Graduate School



The Quality Assurance 

Agency review of 

transnational education 

concluded: * 

 The University of 

Nottingham Ningbo China 

(UNNC) is an impressive 

achievement and that 

student receive as fully a 

British education as it is 

possible to provide in 

China. 

 The academic standards 

and the quality of the 

student learning 

experience at UNNC are 

equivalent to those of the 

home university.

 UNNC has achieved its 

stated intention to provide 

the ‘Nottingham 

experience’ in China.

* Review of UK transnational 

education in China: The 

University of Nottingham 

Ningbo China. Quality 

Assurance Agency. Published 

2013. 



Our students

2016 2017 2018 2019

Domestic UG 

 UNNC on average selects 

top 5.8% students from 10 

million Chinese students 

who take Gaokao

PG and international

 Entry requirements for 

postgraduate and 

international students are 

aligned with the University of 

Nottingham UK

5.8%

6.0%6.2%6.4%
8,000 

students

70 

countries



Our students

Study abroad experience

 Exchange and study abroad

programmes 100 partner 

universities in 40 countries 

and regions as well as our 

campuses in the UK and 

Malaysia

 Some 60% of our student 

have spent a semester or a 

year living and studying a 

different country

 16 2+2 programmes with our 

campus in the UK

98 partner 

universities

2+2 

programmes



University 

experience

Tri-campus 

games and arts 

festival

Students second in SIFE 

World Cup, beating out the 

national champions of 38 

other countries with a 

presentation and annual 

report on their community 

outreach projects

Over 100 student-

run clubs and 

societies

Life cycle 

fundraising

to encourage 

education equity

UNNC Symphony 

Orchestra won three top 

prizes at “Student Art 

Festival of Zhejiang 

Province”



Our graduates

For Class of 2018, 25.3% of 

students who chose to go on further 

study went to a QS World top 10 

university

81.7% of students went to a QS 100 

university

68.2% UG graduates entering work 

are employed by world renowned 

companies

80% of our masters graduates are 

employed by world renowned 

companies

PhD employment rate is 100%

98%

Employment rate



Our alumni

Highest honour for 

undergraduates

 In 2019, Fu Yu, became the first 

Chinese to win the CIBSE 

President Award, the highest 

CIBSE honour for 

undergraduates.

Forbes’ 30-under-30 list

 Two alumni entrepreneurs, Chen 

Cheng and Zou Yi, who founded 

a company selling fitness 

products, gained great success 

with the company's market value 

now 300 million yuan.
13000+

alumni

25

alumni 

chapters 

across globe



Research with 

global impact



 Academic staff 

seconded  from 

Nottingham UK or 

appointed to 

University of 

Nottingham standards 

 Marine Economy and 

Technology

 New Materials Institute

 Nottingham China Health 
Institute

 24 top scholars are 

recruited via Li Dak

Sum Chair professor 

scheme 

 A fast-growing hub for 

excellence in research, 

innovation and knowledge 

exchange.

 Research capacity spans all 

faculties and disciplines. 

 Innovating with 

industry

 Li Dak Sum 

Incubator



Key research metrics

 Impact factor of UNNC’s publications is 1.51 

 Ranked Top 10 in China

 70% co-authored with institutes in other 

countries



Research strength

Transport - pioneering a cleaner, greener future

 Our experts in electrochemical technologies have 

invented a supercapattery, which does not release 

carbon dioxide, but still does the same job of 

powering vehicles 

 Our dedicated Composite Group is at the forefront 

of composite materials science to support greener, 

electrified transport.



Research strength

Environment - discovering a sustainable future

 Our researchers are rethinking the way in which 

we exploit our coal reserves and produce 

innovations that will improve energy efficiency. 

 Working collaboratively, our political ecologists are 

leading the way to tackle pollution in some of 

China’s biggest cities. 



Research strength

Health - transforming patient care

 Our experts are working to establish a new Centre 

for Evidence-based Healthcare which will aim to 

analyse population health records and develop 

new risk scores for cancer, heart and lung disease 

– improving medical diagnosis and treatment.

 Our academics are collaborating with the UK on a 

unique project set to benefit GPs of the future. 



Research platforms

International Academy 

for Marine Economy and 

Technology 

Nottingham Electrification 

Centre
Blockchain Laboratory



Research platforms

New Materials Institute MRI Research Centre Nottingham China Health 

Institute



Business engagement

We provide innovative training to leading businesses 

and organisations

 China Railway Rolling Stock Corporation (CRRC)

executive education

 China Construction Bank University

 POWERCHINA executive education



Li Dak Sum Incubator

 Student and graduate start-ups   

 Technology spin-out

 International tech transfer

New developments

Phase two

New library



China Beacons

Extend UK ‘Beacons of Research Excellence’ programme into China 

 smart manufacturing 

 green chemicals 

 healthcare



Global 

connections



International experience

Students and staff from 70 countries

Study abroad programmes with 100 partners in 40 countries

 International volunteering programmes – AIESEC

Participation in high-profile external competitions, events and 
networks 



Research collaboration

• 70% of the publications at UNNC were co-authored with 
institutions in other countries

• Joint training doctoral programmes

• Research platforms collaborating with local government and 
industry partners



Our campus










