MESSAGE FROM THE CHAIRMAN OF HUMANE, December 5, 2011


Dear Colleagues,

On November 25 and 26, 25 colleagues met in Brussels for the HUMANE seminar on sustainability policies in universities. The results and presentations of this seminar will be published on the internet (www.humane.eu). It was an exciting event, with presentations from Edinburgh, Bremen, Delft, Plymouth and of course Brussels. And presentations with active participation.
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It transpired that in many universities attention for sustainability issues leads to inspiring culture change initiatives, involving not only the traditional methods but also social media and public debate. It was very inspiring and it was also great to meet colleagues.

The seminar was also the last seminar hosted by Jim van Leemput. He is retiring from the Vrije Universiteit Brussel this month. He received us warmly, he is a very hospitable host!
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Words of gratitude were spoken of course, because Jim is a very active member of HUMANE, as well as member of the Executive Committee.

The Executive Committee also met in Brussels. One of the things the EC decided upon is a marketing plan for HUMANE. We want to reach out to the membership.
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We will ask the members for their opinions and ideas through a questionnaire, that will be sent to you in 2012. We need your input! 
As part of the marketing plan we also decided to appoint an ambassador of HUMANE. Since Jim van Leemput will have time from February 2012 he was asked to act as ambassador and visit focus countries where we see that the membership is at risk or where we see opportunities for enlarging the membership.
At the EC we discussed also other opportunities, like organizing meetings between colleagues from different continents, creating more interaction with the Winter School Alumni Network, and contacts with colleagues in countries as Russia and Turkey. We will be talking about these ideas and initiatives in 2012 and they will also be on the agenda for the Round Table meeting in Konstanz in June.
In 2012 we will organize four seminars:

April 27-28: Helsinki/Aalto

June 22-23: Konstanz

September 14-15: Warsaw

November 9-10: Bologna
In the first months of 2012 we will also have the second Study Trip to Uppsala and the Winter School. Please visit the HUMANE website www.humane.eu for all information about the upcoming events.
Best wishes,
Bert Verveld,

HUMANE Chairman 
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