Heidelberg 

Heidelberg is situated in the valley where the Neckar river flows past the foothills of the Odenwald into the Rhine plane at a height of 116 meters above sea-level; about 80 kms south of Frankfurt and about 120 kms northwest of Stuttgart, the capital of Baden-Württemberg. The city covers an area of 109 square kilometres and its 140.000 inhabitants, with 15.4 % foreign citizens, are distributes aver 14 city districts.
Heidelberg is regarded as one of the most beautiful cities in Germany.  The city has 30 museums and collections. They range from the famous altar of Riemenschneider in the Museum of the Palatinate to the Collection Prinzhorn with its works by psychiatric patients, from the mummies of the Egyptology Museum to an original cigarette packet from the “Titanic” in the German Packageing Museum. Drawings on the walls of the Students’ Prison bring to life the traditions of the 19th century student associations. Nobody who has ever taken a walk along the Philosophers’ Way will forget the stunning view of the river, the city and the castle.

The Oldest European 

There is proof that the Heidelberg region offered favourable conditions for the human species from early on: One of the first traces of ancient man, a 600,000 year old jaw-bone of the "Homo Heidelbergensis", was found at the city’s outskirts in 1907. A copy of the most famous lower jaw worldwide is on display at the Museum of the Palatinate.

Heidelberg University - a ‘Excellenz’ University

The Ruprecht-Karl-University is the oldest university in Germany. Ruprecht I (the ‘Elector Palatinate’) founded the university in his city of residence with the consent of the Pope in the year 1386. The founding rector was the Dutch scholar Marsilius von Inghen.
Key figures (2007):
· 26.741 students, of which 5.118 international students

· 3.261 members of staff (with Medicine, incl. hospital personnel = 11.820)

· 295 professors (with Medicine = 480)

· 992 PhDs granted
Heidelberg University is well-known in the world of international science and scholarship. In the Shanghai ranking of the world’s top universities as well as in The Times Higher Education – QS World University Ranking Heidelberg University is listed in the TOP 20 of Europe, in the THES-Ranking even as the best German university.
Heidelberg University is integrated into an international network of partner universities. It belongs to the League of European Research Universities (LERU) and is a member of the Coimbra Group. It also entertains close relations with numerous other universities all over the world, including Montpellier, the Hebrew University of Jerusalem and various universities in China, among them Bejing and Shanghai. 

In Heidelberg the pooling of creative potential across traditional faculty boundaries was instituted at an early stage, notably by the creation of interdisciplinary research centres that have developed into veritable islands of excellence in a short space of time. With this strategy of „building bridges“ between the various disciplines as well as the strengthening of interdisciplinary cooperation the university succeeded in the Excellence Initiative.
With the funding of high-end research the Excellence Initiative is meant to create beacons of science and scholarship in Germany that will also shine internationally. From 2007 to 2012 in the framework of the Excellence Initiative 1.9 Billion Euro will be made available to the selected universities. Nine universities convinced the juries with their “concepts for the future” and now carry the title “Elite University”. Among those Heidelberg University was most successful with the highest number of funded projects: two “Excellence Clusters” for the support of high-end research, three graduate schools to support young researchers and - above all- it`s “concept for the future” focussing on how to realize the potential of a modern comprehensive university.

This funding will help to take a decisive step forward in the transition from a classic "universitas" to a comprehensive university of the future.

In the realisation of the Excellence Initiative within the university the administration plays a creative role: it is in the lead of several sub-projects, is involved in the decision-making process for all the projects related to the “Future Concept”. In addition the administration controls the financing, reports to the rectorate on the progress of the projects and is responsible for quality management as well as internal and external communication. Already now the administration is involved in the preparation of the Excellence Initiative II.

Nobel Laureates

2008
 Harald zur Hausen (Physiology or Medicine)

1991 
Bert Sakmann (Physiology or Medicine)

1979 
Georg Wittig (Chemistry)

1963 
Hans Jensen (Physics)
1954 
Walter Bothe (Physics)

1938 
Richard Kuhn (Chemistry) 
1922 
Otto Meyerhof (Physiology or Medicine)

1910 
Albrecht Kossel (Physiology or Medicine)
1905 
Philipp Lenard (Physics)
Shanghai ranking of the world’s top universities and The Times Higher Education – QS World University Ranking: TOP 20 in Europe
Faculties

· The Faculty of Theology 

· The Faculty of Law 

· The Medical Faculty atHeidelberg 

· The Medical Faculty at Mannheim 

· The Faculty of Philosophy and Humanities
· The Faculty of Modern Languages 

· The Faculty of Economics and Social Studies 

· The Faculty of Behavioural and Cultural Studies 

· The Faculty of Mathematics and Computer Science 

· The Faculty of Chemistry and Earth Sciences 

· The Faculty of Physics and Astronomy 

· The Faculty of Bio Sciences 

Research Centres

· Heidelberg University Biochemistry Center (BZH) 

· Interdisziplinary Center for Neurosciences (IZN) 

· Interdisciplinary Center for Scientific Computing (IWR) 

· South Asia Institute 

· Center for Molecular Biology of Heidelberg University (ZMBH) 

· Heidelberg Center for American Studies (HCA) 

· Centre for Astronomy of Heidelberg University (ZAH) 

· Centre for Social Investment (CSI) 

· Computer Engineering (Ziti) 

· BioQuant 
· Research Center for International and Interdisciplinary Theology of Heidelberg University (FIIT) 
