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Summary

Italy vs. some European Countries 
(Figures from OECD portal)

State operational fund in Italy 
(historical trend)

The possible choice Éand ... the dream solution!

Some figures about 

and the 
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Universities 

¥ State Universities: 67
    (included 3 Schools e 4 Institutes)

¥ Non State Universities: 27
Private Universities: 17
On-Line Universities: 10
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Universities and Population 

ITALYITALYITALYITALYITALYITALY  FRANCE GERMANY SPAIN UK

StateStateStateState State +  
Non State

State +  
Non State      

number of Universities*number of Universities*  67676767 9494  123 103 56 121
Population (in million) 
**
Population (in million) 
**  58,9358,9358,9358,93 58,9358,93  62,15 82,80 44,51 61,86

              

Population / UniversityPopulation / University  879.552879.552879.552879.552 626.915626.915  505.285 803.883 794.821 511.240

* (Source data: Ministry of Education)* (Source data: Ministry of Education)* (Source data: Ministry of Education)* (Source data: Ministry of Education)* (Source data: Ministry of Education)* (Source data: Ministry of Education)* (Source data: Ministry of Education)* (Source data: Ministry of Education)* (Source data: Ministry of Education)* (Source data: Ministry of Education)* (Source data: Ministry of Education)

** (Source data: OECD)** (Source data: OECD)** (Source data: OECD)** (Source data: OECD)** (Source data: OECD)** (Source data: OECD)** (Source data: OECD)** (Source data: OECD)
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Subject Gross domestic product - expenditure approachGross domestic product - expenditure approachGross domestic product - expenditure approach

Measure Millions of US dollars, current prices, current PPPs(*), 
seasonally adjusted

Millions of US dollars, current prices, current PPPs(*), 
seasonally adjusted

Millions of US dollars, current prices, current PPPs(*), 
seasonally adjusted

Period 2000 2005 2008
2008 on 2000 

in %

Italy 1.455.704,80 1.649.437,62 1.815.576,25 + 24,7
France 1.532.924,29 1.869.370,55 2.139.244,47 + 39,6
Germany 2.130.227,34 2.587.684,44 2.927.979,69 + 37,4
Spain 857.439,75 1.188.102,30 1.461.130,91 + 70,4
UK 1.533.454,11 1.968.811,60 2.210.199,98 + 44,0

Source data: OECDSource data: OECD

(*) NOTE: Purchasing Power Parities (PPPs) are currency conversion rates that both convert to a common 
currency and equalize the purchasing power of different currencies. In other words, they eliminate the 
differences in price levels between countries in the process of conversion. 

(*) NOTE: Purchasing Power Parities (PPPs) are currency conversion rates that both convert to a common 
currency and equalize the purchasing power of different currencies. In other words, they eliminate the 
differences in price levels between countries in the process of conversion. 

(*) NOTE: Purchasing Power Parities (PPPs) are currency conversion rates that both convert to a common 
currency and equalize the purchasing power of different currencies. In other words, they eliminate the 
differences in price levels between countries in the process of conversion. 

(*) NOTE: Purchasing Power Parities (PPPs) are currency conversion rates that both convert to a common 
currency and equalize the purchasing power of different currencies. In other words, they eliminate the 
differences in price levels between countries in the process of conversion. 

(*) NOTE: Purchasing Power Parities (PPPs) are currency conversion rates that both convert to a common 
currency and equalize the purchasing power of different currencies. In other words, they eliminate the 
differences in price levels between countries in the process of conversion. 

Gross Domestic Product 
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State Operational Funding vs GDP Ð in %
 Italy

0 %
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0,30 %
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State Operational Funding vs GDP in %

Italy France Germany Spain UK

2000 0,4856 % … … … …

2005 0,5078 % … … … …

2008 0,4623 % … … … …

2009 0,4538 % … … … …

2010 0,3977 % … … … …

2011 0,3462 % … … … …
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Expenditure on tertiary education 
as a percentage of  GDP

Italy France Germany Spain UK

2000
0,7 % 1,0 % 1,0 % 0,9 % 0,7 %

2001
0,8 % 1,0 % 1,0 % 1,0 % 0,8 %

2002 0,8 % 1,0 % 1,0 % 1,0 % 0,8 %

2003  0,7 % 1,1 % 1,0 % 0,9 % 0,8 %

2004  0,7 % 1,2 % 1,0 % 0,9 % 0,8 %

2005
0,6 % 1,1 % 0,9 % 0,9 % 0,9 %

Source Data: OECD



9

Other financial  constraints
- Student fees  income (max 20% of  State operational fund)

- No tax breaks 
- Labour cost (for insurance and pensions > 38% )

- Professors and Researchers
¥ the salary increases every year (on average between 2% and 4%) 

¥ no benefit or incentive regarding quality and performance in 
teaching and research 
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(example of) How to face the crisis ?

To provide incentives regarding:
- Tax system
- Universities out-put (graduated students, patents, É) 

- Synergy among universities and private 
companies

- É   
Whereas É
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How the crisis  is being faced
(law in progress)

1.   Changes in the  University Governance

2.  Changes of the ratio among Full Professors, 
Associate Professors and Researchers
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University Governance - 1
(law in progress)

Possibility to choose among different options:
1. University federations (at regional level)

2. University mergers (at regional level)

3. Shift University into a non-State  Foundation 
a)   still ruled by State laws 
b)  under the control of:

Ð Economy Ministry
Ð University Ministry
Ð National Audit Office
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 University Governance - 2
(law in progress)

Possibility to choose the Rector from other Universities

Reduction of the members of the Governing Bodies: 
¥ Senate (max 35 members) 
¥ Board (max 7 members and 4 outside the University system)
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ProfessorsÕ ratio change 
(law in progress)

                                             2008             by 2014

¥ Full Professors   30,9%  27% (max)
¥ Associate Professors 29,6%  33% (max)
¥ Researchers   39,5%  40% (at least)
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.

É will the previous proposals 
have an effective result?

Or 
 a ÒPlacebo effectÓ?
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The (possible) risk
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.

Thanks
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Italian Universities

Professors 
/ 

Researche
rs  (A.A. 

2007/2008)

% on 
Total !

Enrolled 
Students          

(A.A. 2008/2009)

% on 
Total !

Graduate
s (Year 2008)

% on 
Tota

l
! ! ! ! ! ! ! !

State 
Universities  59.547 96,15 ! 1.665.751 93,77 ! 270.559

92,2
7

!  ! ! ! ! ! ! ! !

Non State 
Universities  2.382 3,85 ! 110.700 6,23 ! 22.655 7,73

!  ! ! ! ! ! ! ! !

Total  61.929 ! 1.776.451 ! ! 293.214 !

Source Data: Ministry of EducationSource Data: Ministry of EducationSource Data: Ministry of Education
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Source Data: OECD

Italy France Germany Spain UK

1999 10 31 22 33 27

2000 12 35 22 36 30

2001 12 35 22 36 30

2002 12 36 21 37 31

2003 12 37 22 38 33

2004 15 38 23 38 35

2005 16 39 22 40 35

2006 17 41 22 39 37

Graduated Population 25-34 y.o. - in %
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Source Data: OECD
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